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AN 


EXCLAMATION 
T O 


All thoſe that Love the LORD 
FESUS mSINCERITY. 


Go a Cloud of Duft has riſen up amongft 
us by the Tumultuous Courſes of Igno- 
rant men, Running from the Orders of Our 
Church concerning things ſndifferent ( which 
themſelves are ſometimes pleas'd to call ſhadows, 
and Circumſtances ) that we can hardly diſcern 
the great Danger we are fallen into of become 
ming Guilty of a baſe Connivence to ſome 
Publick, and moſt Contagiows Impieties, which 
are as it wereeſtabliſhed by a Law , I mean, are 
Obtruded upon us with ſuch Confidence, as if 
there wete nothing in the Laws of Our Church, 
or State to Oppugn and Suppreſs them : I ſhall 
Inſtance only in the Reprinting of ſeveral Verſes 
of Mr. COWLBY'S ( ſince his Death ) one 
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_ * eſt ro Him that was CRUCIFIED for thy 
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of them ſo Notoriouſly Laſcivions , others fo 
Profane , that it cannot beeaſily imagin'd how 
the DEYI1L could be more Gractify'd in any 
thing, then in the Plauſible recommendation 
of them to the Sprightly Youths, and Preg- 
nant Wits of this Nation. In Oppoſition to the 
Black Attempt of the Publiſher of them, I ſhall 
here firſt Recite my Thoughts of them , which 
I Publiſhc in a certain Epiſtle about eleven 
years ſince: And then I ſhall make ſome Ani- 
madyerſions on what has been Written of late 
in- the Defence. of theſe Artifices. of Baſeneſs , 
and Impurity , for which Itruſt Mr. COWLEY 
was truly Penitent. For when-He Dy'd He En- 
join'd the Perſon, whom Before GOD, and His 


Holy Angels I now Charge with the Guilr of 


this Impurity, to reviſe bis Works , and to blot 
out- whatſoever might ſeem the leaſt offence to Reli- 
gion, or good Manners. The words in che Epi- 
ftle above mention'd are theſe : © And now Rea- 
* der, if thou bceſt a ( HRISTIAN indeed, [ 
** ſhall intreat thee by all the Love that thou ow- 


** fake, thatthou wouldeſt Oppoſe with all thy 
© Mizht, that: Vain Spirit of Fooliſh Talking , 
*and Writing, which is gonc abroad into the 

= '* World 


(<5) 
* World to the great Diſhonour of HIS Name, 


© who has told us that we ſhall give an Account 


* of Eyery.Idle Word. And here | cannot but Ex- 
* claim aloud againſt ſomeot Mr. COWL EY $ 
© Verſes, particularly that part of his Book, 
« which he entitles The Miſtreſs, in which 
*rhere are ſeveral Expreſſions ſo provoking to 
« Speculative Luſt, and Wncleanneſs, that I can't 
* conceive how a ( HRISTIAN that caſts 
© his Eye on thern, .can think otherwile, then 
'*thatthe Author did either Forget that There is 
*a2 GOD, or that 'tis Sinful ro be Laſeiviews. 
** What Prophaneneſs allo is this Author guilty of, 
« who uſes theſe Sacred Words, HE AY BN, 
« DEITY, DIVINE PRESENCE, FAITH 
*&c, to ſet forth his Diſſclute Amotous 
©* Conceptions! ( | ſhould rather have ſaid 


© Wanton, or Laſcivious, amorous being too gentle 


*a term) Let any man of Common Reaſon 
*judge whether-the Minds of any Readers Vi- 
* tiouſly Inclin'd ( and ſuch ſurely are all thoſe 
"that Delightin tholePO E MS) be not as apt 
*©ro be wholly Debaucht and (orrupted by a 
* Work of this Nature, as thoſe mens Bodies 
**areto take Infeftion., when they are amongſt 


'* Sick Folk, who alc already diſpos'd to the D;- 
7 2 *f ſeaſe 
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* ſeaſe. Alas! Alas! Are net men apt enough 
© of themſelves to be /ain in their Imaginations ! 
© Muſt the Proth, and Vanity of Wanton Minds 
"© be wrovght up, and increaſed by the Wit, and 
** Studics of luch Learned Perſons, and thoſe. 
** owning the Name of CHRISTIANS! O 
«© Tempora! O Mores | I deſire the Reader would 
take Notice,that This was Publiſhe in the Pas 
natick Times, after Mr. COW L EY'S Book (as 
I was credibly inform'd) had been Publickly 
Commended without Exception by an Eminent 
Perſon then in Oxford. And now let us ſee what 
the 4pologi/t can fay for the things I ſo much 
Abhor. | Lap 

*© If there needed any excuſe to be made that 
* his Love-Verſes ſhould take up ſo great a ſhare. 


"in his Works, it may be alledg'd that they 


© were compos'd , when he was very young. 
« But itis a vain thing to make any kind of A- 
* pelogy for that ſort of Writings. If Deyour, 
« or Virtuous Men will ſuperciliouſly forbid the 
© minds of the young, to adorn thoſe ſubjects 
© about which they are moſt converſant: They 
* would put them out of all capacity of perfor- 
© ming graver matters, when they come to them. 
« For the Exerciſes of all Mens Wits , muſt be 
- Of. 8 OPIN AY 94. BO Wt 


ES 
« always proper for their Age, and neyer too 
© much aboycit : And by practice, and uſe in 


" ' lighter Arguments, they grow up at laſt to 
* excel in the moſt weighty. [ am not therefore 
* aſham'd to commend Mr. ( owley's Miſtreſs. 


* Tonly except one or two Expreſſions, which IL. 
«© wiſh 'Icouls have prevail'd with choſe that had 


* the right of the other Edition to have left out. 
< But of all the reſt I dare boldly pronounce that 


© never yet ſo much was written on a Subje& 


-- ſo Delicate , that can leſs offend the ſevereſt 


<« rules of Morality. The whole Paſſion of Love. 


<;s intimately deſcrib'd , with all its mighty 
* Train of Hopes , and Joys, and Diſquiets. 
«© Beſides this amorous tenderneſs, | know: not 


\ how! in every Copy. thereis ſomething of more. 


* uſeful Knowledge very naturally, and: grace- 


* fully infinuated, and every where there may be 


« ſomething found, to inform the minds of wiſe 


«Men, as well as to moyethe hearts of young 


* Men _ Women. 


| The Author of this Empty Rhetorick muſt- 
not be Oyer-Angry if I tell him that it. puts me 
in mind of a far greater piece of Wit ( and 


that Accompanied with. ——— 'd by an 
Heathen Poet: . 


Ag - 
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Fur es ait, Pedio. Pedins auid? Criminereſis; 
Librat in antithetis ——= 


A_.Fine Colourfor a Laſcivious Poem, this, An 
Intimate Deſcription of the whole Paſſion of 
Love ! But what does the man Intend ? Is hein 
good earneſt of this Opinion , that 'tis Requi- 
lite thatthoſe Ingenious Young men, that are 
much addicted to Yenery, ſhould Exerciſe their 
Phanfies in Compoſing the moſt Accurate Ex- 
preſſions of the Pleaſures they take in the Imagi- 
nation” only or in- the Grofſeſt As of Carnality ; 
And tharfor this reaſon,that their Phanſies ſo Ex- 
ercis'din' their Youth will make them the betcer 
Poets , or Rhetoricians , when they come to a Ri- 
| per Age 2? It maybe alledg'd, (aies He ,- that they 
| were compes'd when he was very young. But by 
| Publiſhing them ſo many years after, He gave the 
| World aſad Inſtance of that Saying, Quo ſemel 
eſt imbuta recens, &c. If He had Obſerv'd the 
Inſtrucion of the Wiſe Man, Remember thy Crea« 
tor in the daies of thy youth , He would certainly 
even in thoſe Daics have Apply'd his Mind to 
things Pleafing in His Sight, VVho tells us that 
| we ſhall give Account iu the Day of Judgment f 
| every Idle Ward, 
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Jt is a vain thing,&e. Itis a vain thing indeed 
to make any kind of Apology for that ſort of 
VVritings in any Part of the world, notaltoge- 
ther Heathenifh, or 4poftate from the Praftice of 
the CHRISTIAN Religion , for ſuch an Apolo- 
gy will certainly redoundto the Shame, at leaft 
to the Infamy of the (Unrelenting) Author. . 
If Devout, or Virtuous Men will ſupercilieuſly 


 forlud , &c. Since no/Deyout'or Virtuous Men, 


as Such,can do any thing Supercilioully, whether 
this paſſage be not moſt notoriouſly Fooliſh and 
Impertinent,let any one judg, who is himſelf a 
Perſon of True Honour and Virtue. 


COW LEYS MISTRESS : And Itruft I ſhall ne- 
ver be aſham'd to Confeſs the Faith of CHRIST 


againſt Sin, the World, and the Devil: And with 
this Reſolution I Bid Defyance to him as an B- 
uemy of the Croſs of CHRIST, and Charge him 
with the Guile of Violating the Obligation lay'd 
on him by Mr. COWLEY, ( when he recom- 
mended to his Care the reviſing of all his works) 
That he ſhould be ſure to let nothing paſs , that might 
ſeem the leaſt offence to Religion, vr Good Manners. 
To deftroy all: plauſible Prexences of the Inno- 

5 cency 


IT am not aſham'd, ſaies He, to commend Mr. 


Crucifi'd, and manfully to fight under bis Banner 


words clearly 'Demanſtrate that: ſuch a Te- 
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haconfiſtent therewith , and: Apt to Extingui 
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ceticy of this Az90zſe (:expreſly forbidden by 
the Holy | Apoſtle, Colaſs. © 8.) 1 doubt not 


but by G 0. D'S. Aſſiſtance I ſhall in a few 


nent, VIE. that Tt # Inoffenſive to good Mamners,.1s 
wholly Deftruqtivero the CHRISTIAN Religi- 
on, whole: main Scope, and Drift is this-, to 


make Man Partaker of the Divine Nature through 


a ſenſe of His Intereſt in G0D: Afſuming the 
Humane Nature 'to Sanfifie Him wholly -in 
SPIRIY7, SOUL, and BODY. Now | boldly a- 
verrto All the world (Deſpifing the Shame oi be- 
ing never ſo much Reproacht. by men- Puft up 


by their Fleſhly Mind ) that GOD IN( 4RN4TE 


is the Principal Obje& even of Qur Paſſionate or 
Senſitive Love : | And. that the Habit of Exerci- 


ſing this P4SSION Direaly upon CHRIST, 


and All Our other PASSIONS-, or Senſitive 
Aﬀe&ions (upon their various Objects) in a way 
of Subſerviency thereunto,is the thing Chiefly im- 


ply'din the Santification of the SOUL and BO- 
'DY, viz. as the SOUL is taken in Contradi- 
fſtin&tion to the SPIRIT: Bur I conccive that 
"the Sexfeble Heats reſulting from this Divine 


P 4SSION are in the A4bborrency of whatever 1s 
(h 
It 


# 
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ie, thenin the Dire@ Embraces of its Objeety, 
If any Learned man ſhall find upon his thoughrs 


any Objections or Scruples to be propos'd a- 


gainſt what. have now written on this Myſfti- 
cal Subject, | ſhould be Glad to undertake the 
Solution of them, if he would propoſe them in 
Latine, but am very Averſe from ſpeaking of 
Theſe Things at large , Directly, and in the moſt 
Accurate Terms in the Hearing of the. Vulgar , 
| being well Aflur'd that'the Power, and Yertne of 
this Truth may be Convey'd into any Pious, 
and V Vell-Diſpol d Soul in other Terms, then 
what will Convince Gain-Sayers, &c. Now whe» 
ther it ſo Great a WIT as : Mx. COWLEY had 


Employ'd his Youthful FIRE in the Exerciſe of 


ſuch a PASSION, as would have made him to 


Cry out unto GOD with the Spouſe in the Can- - 


ticles, Draw me, we will run after thee, And to 
ſay with that Glorious Martyr St. Ignatius *O 
*Egaie 'Equs 'Erdupwrat , My Love "45 Crucified 4 and 
wich chac Mirrour of V Vit, L earning and Viitue, 
Prudentius(lpeaking of the Name of ( HRIS') 
|.  U nomen predulce mibi, Lux @ Decus & Spes, 
Preſideumque meum, requies 0 certa laborum, 


Blaridus in ore Sapor, fragrans der rriguus Fons, 


(oftus amor, Pulchra Species, Syncera V oluptas. 
FL B 2 £66 Y Vhether 
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Whether, I ay , if he had ſo Employ'd his 
Youthful FIRE, or Amorous | (onftitution, it 
.. Would not have been more to the Advantageof 
| himſelf, and others , then the Pleafing himſelf 
|| Withthe Writing of thoſe wanton Imaginations, 
I leave to the Conlhideration of thoſe to whom 
- this Paper is chiefly Dire&ed , viz. thoſe that 
| LOVE the LORD FESUS in Sincerity. But to 
evince this great and important Truth to the 
meaneſt Capacity, viz, that- this curſed Tenent, 
that the Writing, or Reading of ſuch Verſes, as 
T here pronounce lo Odious, and Deteſtable (un- 
leſs with an Holy Scorn and Indignation) is not. 
Offenſive to Religion , or Good Manners, is 
wholly Deſtrugtive to the CHRISTIAN Reli- 
gion, I ſhall produce this plain Texe . of Scri- 
pturc: Whatſoever ye do in word or deed, do all in 
the Name of the LORD JESUS, giving thanks to 
GOD, and the FATHER by him. Coloſs. 3. 17. 
Now if any man ſhall ſay that the making of 
ſuch Verſes, &c may be judg'd to be a work 
done- in_ the Name of the LORD. FESUS,; I 


my ſhall only bid him to conſider that -our GOD is 
l a Conſuming Fire! 

| lJamblicus witneſſes that Pythagoras and his 
| Followers did hold that all our 4Fions ſhould 
1 TONAL oo crab OE tend 


- +. *09 
tend to the-fincere Acknowledgment | and fer- 
vice of the DEITY: His'very words are - theſe 
(De Vita Pythag. C. 28) "AmiwTa Gou at To ons 
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would, well become the youthful checks of 
thoſe-whom this Apologiſt encourages in their 
witty impieties , at the reading of this. Here[ 
cannot butuſe the words of the truly Learned 
Dr. C4SAUBON (ina Jate. Treatiſe of Cre- 
dulity, and Incredulity, p. 140.) 0 that Chriſti- 
ans, or rather men profeſSing Chriſtianity, had. as 
much conſeience, and ſenſe. of goodneſs, and piety as 
ſome Hleathens have had}; 1ſball take the Confie 
dence to tell this -Gentleman (who contrary to 
the. Requeſt of his dying Friend ) has difturb'd 
the CHRISTIAN world with the publication 
of theſe filthy Lines ( which certainly may be. 
rightly term 1 Simulachra &-pabula amoris ) that 
even the Epicarean Lucretias would have ſcorn'd 
this Action of his. 
Sed fugitare decet (faies he, Lib. 4) Simulachra es 
pabula 4moris, 
Abſterrere fibi, atque alid convertere mentem- 

Perhaps thoſe who ſlight my words, will be 


ſomewhat afkeaed.with —_ | ſhall here col 
B32 kt 


hnd amongft the Poems of the incomparable 


ie 'out of-Mr. Ftny.-Faxgbans Preface to his 


Book entitled Silex Scintiflans : $S ACRED P0- 
EMS, and private EF4(ULAITIONS. A 


large Encomium of this excellent Gentleman I 


Mrs. Katherine Philips , C who I' preſume )*by 
her acquaintance with Mr. COWLE1 was the in- 
ſtrument of the great and good GOV to excite 
him to that ſenſe of Piety, which he'd:(cover'd 
In that deſire above mentioned, that his works 


ſhould be revis'd, &c.. O that he had liv'd to 


have blotted out thoſe naughty things (particu- 
larly his wicked Encomium of that diſgrace of 
Our Nation, that deteſtable ApoRate ; that LE- 
YIATHAN Infidel ) -and to bave teftifi'd his Re- 
pentance with his own Pen ! But the Judgments 
of GOD are nnſearchable, and his ways pat. finds 
| Mr. Paughans Repentance for the like Fol- 


lies is by himſelf largely declar'd 'in theſe fol- 
lowing words: ** Well ic were for them. (the | 


*Authors of idle Poems.) if thoſe willingly 
* ſtudied, and wilfully publiſhed vanities'could 
« defile no fpirtts but their own ; bur the caſe 
«is far wotic: Thele- Vipers * ſurvive their Pa- 
«rents, andfor miny ages aket- (like Epidiinic 
5d dnt a * Diſeaſe) 


A —_ infe&: whole Gonediogs, corru 
* ing alvwaies and. unhallowing the: beft-gi -pift 


by 


« fouls; 2nd- the moſt * capable / ſſl :: for whoſe 


« San&ification, -and: well:-fare the glorious Son 


of G01 D laid: down. his life, -and. ſuffer” d: the 


{ pretious::bload 'of his bleſſed, and innocent 

c, heart to be pouredout.. EE 1 

© A. good wit'in a; bad: ſubjeat is hs Solomet 

© fajd: of: the ferand. fooliſh woman) like a Jewel 

= jy. = gold i in'a ſvines ſnout, Prov. 11. 22. Nay the 
* more acute the Author i, there is ſo-much the 


* more danger, and death in the work. Where 


che Sur-is bufie upon a Dungbil the iſſue 1s al- 

* waies ſore unclean Vermine; 

* And here becauſe | would prevent a "uſt as 

" ſure by my free confeſſion; I muſt remember that 
© i my ſelf have tor many years together langui- 

4 « ſhed of this very- ſickneſs; 'and it is no long 
« time ſince I have recover'd. But bleſſed be 


*GOD forit! I have by; his ſaving affiſtance 


_© ſuppreſſed my. x: eateſt follies, andthoſe-which 
Y "30 from meare (I think) as:innexious, 
" as moſt of that: vein uſe to be, beſides they 


*are interlin'd with. many virtuous, .and ſome 


io pious MIXTULES, 'Whar- 1 ip eak of hacks | 1S cruth, 
: bur let no man miſtake; 1t; for an. atinnat 
| '* faults, 


a (16) | 
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Mt faults] as if I-intended an iJpology for then? 
or my ſelf, who am conſcious-of ſo much 
> £4{t in both, as can never: be cxpiated- with- 
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|| '«« Ot ſpecial. ſorrows , and that "cleanſing., and = 
| || - Pretious: effufion'of :my Almighty Redecmer: | 
| 7 and if the world will be ſo charitable as to 

j grant my requeſt ; I do: here moſt humbly , 

| ;*andearneſilybeg thatnene would read. them. 

i \ © Butan idle or ſenſual ſabje&+. is. not all the 

1 _ *poylon intheſe Pamphlets. Certain Authors 


|| «have beenfo irreverently bold, as to daſh Scri- 
** ptnres, and the ſacred Felatives of God with their 
"impious canceits; And (which | cannot ſpeak 
: without grief of heart) ſome of thoſe deſpe- 
fi rate adventurers may (Ithink) be reckon'd a- 
i . mongft the principal, or moſt learned writers 
( Y of Engliſh Verſe.. 4 Z 
i © The ſuppreſſion of this pleaſing and pre- 
. *© vailing evil, lies not altogether in the power 
© of the Magiftrate; forit will fly abroad in 
| ____<E Monuſcrigts, - when it fails of entertainment - 
| «< atthe-Preſs. Theremedy lies wholly intheir 
© boſomes, who are the gifted perſons, by a 
* wiſe exchange of vain and vitious ſubjefts for 
& divine Themgs, and . Celeſtial Praiſe, The perfor 


| — {mance iucaſte, andwereit the moſt difficultin 
[| 


Y 4:4, HR 
© the World, the reward is lo glorious , that it 
"Ec * infinitely cranſcends it : for they that turn many 


"0 righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine like the ſtars for ever , 
* andever: whence follows this undeniable in- 


«ference Thatthe corrupting of many , being a 

 Contraty work, the recompence mult be ſo t00; 

« and then 1. aow nothing reſerved for them but 
"* the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever ; from which , 
' O GOD, Deliver all penitent, ' and reformed 
< Spirits. 

The Divine PASSION I have been ſpeaking 
of is expreſt rarely well in ſeveral of his Poems, 
particularly in one which he entitles Mount of © 
-- Olives, which begins thus, | 


When firſt T [aw true BEAUTY, and thy Joys- 
Attive, as light, and calm without all noiſe, 

Shin d on my foul, I felt through all my powers 
Such a rich air of ſweets 45 Evening ſhowrs 

Fan'd by a gentle gale convey and breath 

On ſome parcht bank, crown'd with a flowry wreath ; 
Odors, and Myrrb, and Balm in one rich floud 
O'recran my beart, and ſpirited my bloxd ; 
My thoughts did ſwim in Comforts, and: mine eye 


Confeft, The World did Wow paint, and lye. _ 
< 
C _ That 


.. 
That the World is indeed ſuch a Fyar, they ſhall” 
find by woful experience; who give Ear. to the 
Songs of the SYRENS of this age, the: charming 


Rhetorick of ſeditions or laſcivieus Phanſies, 

If any Perſon. of Learning, and Gravity find 
himſelf inclin'd to judg me Guilty of Impru- 
dence in..-publiſhing this Paper, I ſhall beſeech 


him by the Mercies of. GOD to confider.the advice: 


I {ball here give. him in the Speech of that Noble 


dentins (fi Z'TEDA'NON- Hymn, to) 


Contemne praſens Otile, 0 Prudens Homo, 


Quod terminandum, quod relinquendum eſt tibi. 


Omitte Corpus rem.ſepulchri ex funers, 
Tende ad futuram Gloriam , perge ad DEUM: 
Agnoſce qui ſis , Fince mundum, &: ſeculum. 


For ſatisfaQtion to any man . who- ſhall think: 
himſelt concern'd 1n the controverhie I have here 
undertaken, I ſhall hereunto ſubſcribe my Name:- 
And I do ſolemnly Promiſe, that if any Learned 


Perſon whatſoever ſhall undertake to oppoſe me 
( either in publick or in-private) inthis deſign to 
render ſuch Writings moſt odious and deteſtable 


<4 www LAX a a 


t0.All choſe that haye named the Name of 


CHRIST; 


Martyr:ROMANUS, as itis Recorded by Prue 


(19) 
CHRIST , 1 ſhall give bim an anſwer upon this 
condition, that he {hall not oblige me to conceal 
any Letters to be written upon this occaſion ( ei- 
ther his or mine) it I ſhall conceivethatthe pubs 
lication of them may any way conduce to the 
Glory of GOD and the good of Men. 


I ſhallconclude with that exhortation of the. 


Blefled Apoſtle, Be not deceived : Evil Communis 
cations corrupt goad Manners, By-thoſe words of an 
Heathen Poet : of a 39 v0 dunias kaxel, He plainly 
upbraids- thoſe fooliſh men, who protefſing 
Chriſtianity , make excules for that kind of wick 
edneſs which I here oppole, as if ( forſooth ) 
much exceſs were to be allow'd in Love, and even 
more in Poetry. | 
DIXI, & nulla meens vertet ſententia mentem. 


Allington-19 Devon. 


EDMUND BLYS Rector of Baſt- 
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